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Hatton Gallery 20 September – 24 November 2012

Vane 20 September – 20 October 2012

“Aldworth’s lithographs insist on the power of our uncompromising physiologies to shape the lives we lead, the ways we see ourselves and interpret the world.”
Julia Beaumont-Jones, Curator of the Prints and Drawings, Tate Britain.

‘Reassembling the Self’ is an exhibition on two sites, the Hatton Gallery and Vane, curated by artist Susan Aldworth. Centred in a study of the condition of schizophrenia, it weaves together art, science, psychiatry and individual histories in an extraordinary exploration of self, perception and the fragility of human identity.

Aldworth’s work, realised in a variety of media including print, film and installations, has long focussed on the relationship between the physical brain and the conscious mind. As artist in residence from 2010 to 2012 at the Institute of Neuroscience, Newcastle University, she took schizophrenia as her theme, building on collaborations with neuroscientists, psychiatrists and patients to produce a series of remarkable lithographs that challenge the sense of identity through their radically dislocated imagery, emotionally charged colour and mysteriously ephemeral marks. These are dramatic, powerful works in which science, philosophy, physiology and imagination locate an essential human experience in schizophrenia. They immerse us in the fundamental, Sisyphean human activity of reassembling our fragmented selves.
Together with her film – based on a seminal text about schizophrenia, Daniel Paul Schreber’s Memoirs of My Nervous Illness – Aldworth’s work also stands in a suggestive dialogue with other works commissioned for the exhibition. There are paintings and drawings by Camille and Kevin, two skilled artists with a schizophrenia diagnosis. At Vane, Alessandro Altavilla’s sound installation explores the more beautiful aspects of auditory hallucination. At Hatton, artists and scientists have collaborated to create a giant dosage meter which will deliver 192,000 pills – a lifetime’s supply of anti-psychotic medication – over the course of the exhibition, to be recorded with time-lapse photography. And in the same gallery, Sarah Blood has produced an exquisite 12 foot neon angel based on a drawing by Camille: ‘I see light energy – I can see guardian angels,’ wrote Camille. ‘Everybody has a guardian angel and sometimes I can see them. I believe it is a gift.’

ENDS
Susan Aldworth: Biography
Susan Aldworth is a printmaker and filmmaker who references both neuroscience and philosophy in her work. She holds research posts at Swansea and London Metropolitan Universities, and was artist in residence at the Institute of Neuroscience, 2010–12. She regularly exhibits nationally and internationally and has work in many public collections including V&A, British Museum and the Wellcome Collection Library. Recent exhibitions in 2012 include ‘Images of the Mind’, Moravian Gallery, Brno, Czech Republic; ‘Polymath’, GV Art, London; ‘Between’, Somerset House, London; ‘Brains: The Mind as Matter’, Wellcome Gallery, London; and the 6th International Kyoto Hanga Print Exhibition, Japan. A solo display of her multi-image portraits of people with epilepsy will be shown at the National Portrait Gallery in 2013. She is represented by GV Art. 
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Or

Christopher Yeats, Programme Manager

tel: 0191 261 8281, email: info@vane.org.uk

Vane is open Wednesday-Saturday, 12-5pm, admission free.
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www.vane.org.uk

Vane

Vane was founded in 1997 in Newcastle upon Tyne in the North East of England. Vane opened a permanent gallery space in Newcastle city centre in 2005. In October 2011 Vane launched a brand new gallery space on the first floor of Commercial Union House, 39 Pilgrim Street in the centre of Newcastle. Vane represents the work of a number of artists, both from across the UK and internationally, as well as showing the work of invited artists in collaboration with other galleries. The gallery team consists of Paul Stone and Christopher Yeats. Vane is supported by Arts Council England.

   

